G-20: Checklist for drafting witness reports 

The Ligue des droits et libertés is exploring avenues of action with various international or regional human rights organizations (United Nations, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, etc.). In order to bring this matter before these bodies, we are collecting the testimony of individuals whose rights have been violated. Your testimony will initially be compiled by the Ligue and then submitted, as appropriate, to one of these bodies. 

This checklist provides some points to help you draft this type of testimony. It applies to persons arrested, detained or against whom charges have been laid as well as persons arrested, detained and then released without charge, or persons having been questioned in different ways by the police or have been witnesses of such incidents. 


Please start your document by giving  your name and address and please mention one of the following categories:

* I want this information to remain absolutely confidential 
or 
* You can make use of the facts reported but without ever mentioning my name or that of another person involved without first asking for my consent 
or 
* You can make public any information that I send to you. 


Send it, preferably by email to:  direction@liguedesdroits.ca 

or by mail to: Ligue des droits et libertés
c/o Nicole Filion 
65 ouest, rue de Castelnau, Suite 301 
Montreal (Quebec) H2R 2W3 


Here are some suggestions for organizing  your testimony: 


1. Pre-Summit Events

Surveillance/activities monitored by authorities? Visits from CSIS or other? 

2. Circumstances of the arrest or the incident 

Date, time, location 
Type of event or other circumstance of the incident or the arrest 
Number and type of people present and involved 
Police behaviour or conduct 
Warning given or not given by police 
Reasons for arrest
Beaten up, tear gas, rubber bullets, weapons  
Informed of one’s rights 
Kind of language (comments) used 
Handcuffs/tie-wraps (for how long?), photos, items seized 
Police badge numbers, which police force?


3. Transport

Paddy wagon 
Length of travel, conditions, handcuffs/tie-wraps (duration) etc.. 
Types of remarks: insulting, humiliating, sexist, racist, xenophobic, homophobic 
Respect for the dignity of the people under the control of the authorities

4. Detention 

Length of time in custody, total time between the arrest and full release 
Types of remarks: insulting, humiliating, sexist, racist, xenophobic, homophobic 
Respect for the dignity of the people under the control of the authorities
Frisking and searching: personal belongings confiscated, strip search, body cavities, respect for privacy, gender of the officer, search warrants 
Conditions of detention:  space, number of persons held together, bed, toilet, food, water, heating, handcuffs/tie-wraps (length of time) 
Access to legal counsel: who, when, respect of privacy 
Court appearance: where, when, how, representation by lawyer (name), or a nongovernmental organization? 
Were you charged with an offense or not? Which offence?
Conditions of release: forbidden to take part in protests? geographic restrictions, etc.

